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PHOTO OF THE WEEK: Beautiful music filled the nave on Sunday, thanks to the sweet
sounds of our children's and youth choirs leading us in worship!

Worship Opportunities

Sunday, December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:30 & 11 am at 900 Henley Street

12 NOON on Rejoice! WBXX-TV (see note below) & 11 am on
YouTube

www.YouTube.com/ChurchStreetUMC

Rejoice! and Online Worship
Rev. Catherine Nance

Matthew 1:18-25
This Endris Night, Malcolm Archer

Parish Adult Choir
Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!, Mendelssohn

At 8:30 and 11 a.m. in the nave
Service of Lessons and Carols, featuring the Church Street Parish

Adult Choir and TN Brass
Gathering music

TN Brass: Nathan Coffman (trumpet), Lexy Kilgore (trumpet), Katie
Johnson-Webb (horn), Alex van Duuren (trombone), Alexander Lapis (tuba),

with Clark Harrell (timpani)

http://www.youtube.com/ChurchStreetUMC


Introit: Once in Royal David's City, IRBY
Alana Johnson, soloist

Anthems:
Jesus Christ the Apple Tree, Elizabeth Poston

Parish Adult Choir; Erin Johnson and Elisabeth Jackson, soloists

Sans Day Carol, Stephen Caracciolo
What Sweeter Music, John Rutter

Ding! Dong! Merrily on High, arr. Mack Wilberg
Parish Adult Choir

Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow, Spiritual, arr. Fred Gramann
Parish Adult Choir; Daniel Johnson-Webb, soloist

We extend gratitude to Powell Richardson and Family for underwriting the
instrumentalists playing at this Sunday's service.

Lectionary Readings for this week:
Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25

Announcements

Rejoice Change:
Beginning January 1, our Rejoice! broadcast will move entirely to

www.youtube.com/churchstreetumc We will no longer air Rejoice! on
broadcast television, beginning January 2023. See the attached letter about

the history and future of our Rejoice! broadcast.

Christmas Eve Greeters -- We Need YOU!

Advent (derived from the Latin word adventus) means 'coming' or
'arrival'. Arrival, according to the Cambridge Dictionary is the act of someone
reaching a place. There are several synonyms for arrival: meeting, entrance,
homecoming.  

At Church Street we have a variety of traditions when we celebrate Advent …

lighting of the Advent wreath candles
special music and musicians
filling the church with candlelight during the singing of Silent Night. 

All of that happens after our greeter volunteers meet worshipers at an
entrance and open the doors to our church home. You could be that
welcoming presence for members, guests, and neighbors! 

We have 4 services on Christmas Eve and are in need of 10 greeters at each of
the 4 services. The only commitment is to show up 30 minutes prior to the
scheduled service (bring a friend to save you a seat!) and wear your brightest
Christmas smile.



Visit the welcome center today to sign up for the service that fits your
schedule. Thanks to the H.O.W. Committee for providing a break room and
light treats!

Staff-Parish Relations Committee News

Dear Church Street Family,

For the last several years, we have collectively expressed our appreciation to our
church staff with a Staff Christmas Love Offering. Thanks to your generosity,
each staff member has received an extra deposit in their bank account.

We have moved seamlessly from a season of thanksgiving into a season of
preparation. The season of Advent asks each of us to prepare ourselves for what’s to
come. During this time, I would like for each of you to think about how our Church
Street staff operates throughout the year. The staff keeps schedules for events, pays
the bills, sets up Sunday school class, maintains facilities, creates YouTube content,
plans worship services, and the list goes on. Our staff works so well preparing for
every season at Church Street. We should all be so thankful!
 
Now I ask you to actively say THANKS to our Church Street Staff, pictured, by
generously giving to this year’s Love Offering in one of these ways:
 

1. Mail a check marked “Staff Love Offering” to the church office (P.O. Box 1303,
Knoxville, TN 37901)

2. Go online and give through the website at www.churchstreetumc.org/give
and designate to “Staff Love Offering” (you can also simply scan the QR code
at the bottom of this page which will take you to our website -- click GIVE).

3. Give from your phone! Use the new Vanco Mobile app (download on Google
Play or Apple store), set up or link your account to Church Street, and give to
“Staff Love Offering”

All contributions should be noted as Staff Love Offering. Any amount is
appreciated. As we celebrate the season of Advent, let us celebrate our staff with
gratitude and giving.
 
Kerry Atkins, Chair
Staff-Parish Relations Committee

We are pleased to welcome three new members to our staff team this fall!

http://www.churchstreetumc.org/give


Rhonda Auberle, part-time Bookkeeper
Lara Toepke, part-time Receptionist
Jimmy Roberts, part-time Custodian

This Sunday at Church Street

Christmas Pageant during the Sunday School hour in the Gym: All
are invited to the gym for the Christmas Pageant featuring kids in our
children's ministry; followed by coffee, hot chocolate, and cookies. No RSVP
required. Children should go to their regular Sunday School rooms that
Sunday for Sunday School and teachers will guide from there.

The Open Door Sunday School class will explore the Angels' visit to the
Shepherds, who were watching their flocks on the night of Jesus' birth (Luke
2:1-20). Rev. Andy Ferguson will be teaching this class. All are welcome to join
in the Parish Hall at 9:45 on Sunday!

The Parables Sunday School class is exploring Advent through a Jewish lens
each Sunday in room 118 at 9:45 am. Taught by Steve Roberts.

Deadline extended: If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in honor or in
memory of a loved one, please either send an email to Doris Lively
(dlively@churchstreetumc.org) or call the office at 865-524-3048 by this
Sunday, December 18. You may also make a payment online to reserve
your plant by visiting www.churchstreetumc.org/give. The poinsettias are
displayed in the nave in the weeks leading up to Christmas.

Each poinsettia is $12. We will list the honoraria and memorials in the
Christmas edition of The Messenger on December 23.

mailto:dlively@churchstreetumc.org


Our Gifts - 2023 Giving Update
Thank you to the nearly two-hundred households who have returned pledge

cards or have contacted Kate Spencer. We appreciate your faithfulness in
making stewardship a priority in your own budget. If you have not prayerfully

considered your giving for next year, please take time to reflect on how
CSUMC has enhanced your spiritual life. We look forward to hearing from you!

2023 pledges to date:
189 pledges for a total of $1,153,044

We have a $2.75 million budget, so we have some ground to gain to cover our
expenses in 2023. Thank you for making your commitment for 2023 before
the end of this calendar year so Church Street can finalize ministry plans for

the new year. Thank you for your many gifts!

You can give by completing a pledge card in the church pews or by simply
visiting www.churchstreetumc.org/stewardship to make your pledge online.

Christmas Worship

Please mark your calendar for the following changes on Sunday, December
25 and January 1: One service at 11 a.m. each Sunday; no Sunday School.
Online services will premiere each Sunday at 11 am on YouTube and on
Rejoice at 10 am. Please note: there will be no Children's Worship on 12/25
or 1/1, and no nursery care on 12/25.

Save the dates for January!

Caregiver Support Group, meeting the 3rd Tuesday of the month
Beginning January 17, 2023, 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
CLC 120



Topic: Navigating Through the Hospital System
Speaker - Gabrielle Blake, Licensed Clinical Social Worker & Elder Care
Coordinator (Franklin & Kyle Elder Law, LLC)

The first 30 minutes will be devoted to a pertinent topic; the remainder of the
time will be spent as a support group.

Vicky Shelton and Valerie Nicholson, both medical professionals, have
developed a plan for the care receivers of those participating in the support
group. This will take place in CLC 123, and is based on models from Adult
Daycare, Memory Care, and Senior Adult exercise programs. This will provide
the socialization and stimulation which is so important to the health and well-
being of your loved one.

If you would like to participate or if you have questions, please reply
to PHMT@churchstreetumc.org. Also, please indicate if your care receiver will
be with you so that Vicky and Valerie know how to plan.

Calendar

If you would like a link to one of the following Zoom meetings, or if your group would
like to set up a Zoom meeting, please contact Kate Spencer at

kspencer@churchstreetumc.org or 865-521-0268, she will help set you up on the
church account!

 

mailto:PHMT@churchstreetumc.org
mailto:kspencer@churchstreetumc.org


Ongoing Worship, Sunday School, Children,
Youth & Music Meetings:

Youth and Children's Choirs Rehearsal :
Saturday, beginning at 10 am, Rehearsal Room &
Nave
Worship: Sunday, 8:30 & 11 am, Nave; Rejoice!
at 12 Noon (WBXX); YouTube at 11 am
Sunday School Classes  meeting In-Person, at
9:40 am Sundays:

Cattywampus - CLC 122
Covenant - 309-E
Discovery - CLC 124
Epworth - CLC 123
Friends in Christ  - room 202
Followers - room 310
Murphy Builders / Pathfinders -
room 204
Parables - 118
Potter's Wheel - Chiles room
Seekers - 201-C
Youth - CLC
Children - Christmas Pageant this week
(Children go to classrooms first)

Sunday School Classes Meeting in person
and online (hybrid) currently, at 9:40 am on
Sundays:

Open Door - Parish Hall
Partners - Parlor
Crossroads - 201-A

College Bible Study - Sundays, 8 pm, CLC
Lower Level
Parish Adult Choir Rehearsal - Wednesdays,
6:30 pm, Rehearsal Room
Youth Band - Wednesdays, 7 pm, CLC Lower
Level

Upcoming Meetings &
Events:

Christmas
Pageant: Sunday,
9:45 am, Gym
Angels of
Christmas
Advent Study:
Sunday, 4 pm, Zoom
Word Became
Flesh Advent
Study: Monday, 10
am, 204
Singles Bridge:
Mondays, 6 pm,
201C
BOH Ladies'
Lunch & Learn:
Wednesday, 12 pm,
Offsite
Soup Kitchen :
Thursday, 11 am,
Parish Hall
Church Offices
Closed: Friday, all
day

Christmas Day
Worship: 11 am only (in
person and online); no
Sunday School, Children's
Worship or Nursery

Our Prayers
Christian love and sympathy to:

The family and friends of Marian Louise Young Bradley, mother of Kathy
Ehrnschwender, who died on November 6.

The family and friends of Royce Bryant Rotton, father of Jeff Rotton, who died
on November 21.

The family and friends of Nancy Cathey Mauney, sister of Robert Cathey, who
died on December 9 in Columbia, TN.

The family and friends of Suzanne Parker, grandmother of Ryan O'Hagan, who
died on December 13.

In the hospital
Elizabeth Green - Ft. Sanders

Our Presence
December 11 - 814 Total



Online Worship - 112
In-Person Worship - 702

8:30 am - 286
11 am - 391

Nursery - 25

Memorials
Vicky Gardner

Sterchi Lodge: Dr. & Mrs. Michael Crowell, Crossroads Sunday School Class
Albert Ritchie

Beacon of Hope: Steve & Linda Wise

Altar Flowers
The Advent Wreath is given in loving memory of Edward and Kathleen

Crawford and Wilmer and Jo Loveless, given by Mike and Mary Crawford.

All are welcome at Church Street !
We believe every person is of sacred worth and created in God’s image. We welcome and

celebrate the gifts God has given to all persons without regard to race, color, national
origin, ethnicity, age, gender, disability, status, economic condition, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or religious affiliation. We respect diversity of opinion and expressions
of Christian faith. We believe God loves everyone unconditionally! As God loves us, so let

us love and serve in the name of Christ.

Church Street United Methodist Church
www.churchstreetumc.org

P.O. Box 1303, Knoxville, TN 37901
Office: 865-524-3048 Fax: 865-521-0288 Pastor On-Call: 865-320-9100

Please call the church office to reach a specific member of our staff.
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