
 

Tim Ward is the Director of Music for Church Street United    

Methodist Church, where he oversees a music program of several 

choirs including one for handbells. Prior to his position at Church 

Street he was the Director of Music at First United Methodist 

Church of Oak Ridge for more than 20 years. Choirs under Tim’s 

direction have performed at Tennessee American Choral         

Directors Association (ACDA), a National YouthCuUE Roundtable 

and the Holston Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. His choirs have 

toured the U.S., Canada and England. Tim is a life member of ACDA and has served 

several roles with that organization at the state level. He has conducted the        

numerous honors choirs and choir festivals in Tennessee, North Carolina, and    

Texas. In 2003 Tim received the National Religious Music Week Alliance’s Award of 

Distinction for “developing and maintaining one of our nation’s finest worship music 

programs.” 

 

 

Edie Johnson is the Music Associate & Organist at Church 

Street United Methodist Church. She is also an adjunct faculty 

member in the School of Music at The University of Tennes-

see, Knoxville, where she teaches private organ lessons as 

well as courses in organ literature and sacred music. Edie has 

been actively involved in the work of  Royal School of Church 

Music (RSCM) America, having served on its board of directors 

and as chairperson of the interdenominational committee. She 

has served as Course Organist and as Housemaster for the Charlotte and Caroli-

na Summer Courses. 

Psallam spiritu et mente. 

I will sing with the spirit and with the understanding also. 

For more information, please contact 

 Tim Ward Edie Johnson 

 wardtk817@gmail.com  ejohnson@churchstreetumc.org 



 Youth in grades 6-12 

 Rehearsals on Sundays, 3:45-5:00 p.m., Choir Room (6th graders and       

first-year singers meet at 3:30 p.m. for additional preparation) 

 In session during the school year; does not meet in summer 

The Parish Youth Choir leads the weekly 8:30 a.m. Sunday worship service   

throughout the school year. A kick-off to the season, Youth Choir Retreat, takes 

place in August. During the annual Youth Choir Tour singers share their talents and 

love of music with other churches, retirement centers and care facilities in the   

United States and beyond. 

The Music Program for children and youth at 

Church Street UMC educates young musicians 

through quality hymns and sacred anthems. From 

preschool through high school, participants learn 

and lead music used in our worship services. Each 

group builds on the previous one as the young   

people grow in faith, develop their musicianship 

skills, and sing to the glory of God. 

 Pre-K 4 and Kindergarten children 

 Weekly rehearsals during Sunday School 

In a fun and active environment, young children are introduced to the basics of 

rhythm, singing and hymns, laying the foundation for advancement in the choir. This 

choir sings for church one Sunday in early December and on Children’s Sunday in 

the spring. A couple of weeks before these worship services, Kinder Choir joins the   

older Children’s Choirs for Sunday afternoon rehearsals.  

 

 Children in grades 1 and 2 

 Rehearsals on Sundays, 5:00-6:30 p.m.; supper served at 5:00, Room 204 

 Meets during the school year; does not meet in summer 

Primary Choir is an opportunity for children to learn the basics of reading music and 

proper vocal production. This choir sings anthems monthly with the Chorister Choir. 

They also learn the hymns and service music used in worship services. 

 

 Children in grades 3, 4 and 5 

 Rehearsals on Sundays, 5:00-6:30 p.m.; supper served at 5:00, Room 204 

 In session during the school year; does not meet in summer 

Vocal training and musical skills are primary goals for this choir that sings monthly 

in worship. Following the Voice for Life curriculum, the singers work in small groups 

to advance their knowledge of music theory and sight singing. They may use their 

gifts in outreach by singing for a local retirement home or participating in a commu-

nity Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) Choir Festival. 

Each Primary Choir singer is assigned a Chorister Choir mentor who helps the Primary 

singer follow music scores and stay focused on the task at hand. Mentors exemplify    

attentive leadership, good vocal production and a cooperative spirit. 

The program year culminates on the first Sunday of May in a Choral Evensong led by 

the Primary, Chorister and Youth Choirs. In this beautiful service for the close of the 

day, the choirs share anthems, prayers, hymns and scripture that inspire and lift 

praises to God in song. 

The Children’s and Youth Choirs of Church Street 

are affiliated with the Royal School of Church Music 

(RSCM). Church Street’s Chorister training includes 

the VOICE FOR LIFE series, a curriculum that 

involves vocal training, music theory, church liturgy 

and leadership skills. 

Choristers wear ribbons with RSCM medals to    

signify their level of achievement. Those wearing 

white ribbons are singers who have completed     

Primary Choir. Light blue ribbons signify completion 

of the first year of training, Dark blue ribbons     

represent the second year and red ribbons signify 

completion of the third 

year. Red ribbon Choristers 

work toward their gold  

ribbons, the final stage of 

the curriculum. 

For further information:   www.rscmamerica.org. 

Commitment to a choir requires attendance at weekly 

rehearsals and services. It is important that all singers 

keep up with the literature and theory that we are 

learning weekly. Each rehearsal builds on the previous 

one to develop a strong ensemble and confidence in 

individual singers. 


