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New Wave of Covid-19: Delta Variant

A nurse on the COVID floor in a Knoxville hospital recently cared for a patient
with lung disease admitted with COVID. The patient explained he decided to go
back to church. His pulmonologist had advised it was too risky, even though he
was fully vaccinated, “because people at church love on each other.” Just as his
doctor predicted there were hugs and pats on the back, no social distancing.
Church was the most likely source of his infection since it was the only change
to his routine. This was not a CSUMC member but it could have been! How
many of us have let down our guard after getting vaccinated?

The virus, like all viruses, continues to change or mutate into new variants.
These vary in terms of virulence, transmissibility, and severity of disease. The
Delta variant is now dominant in the U.S. causing 83% of all new infections.

Facts about the Delta variant:
Unvaccinated persons – including children ineligible for
vaccine or those unable to take the vaccine at this time – or
persons partially vaccinated are especially at risk
Most infectious of all COVID-19 variants, with potential for causing
severe disease
Has been found in every U.S. state
U.S. approved vaccines are effective against it (Pfizer, Moderna, Johnson
& Johnson)
Breakthrough cases have occurred in vaccinated individuals, but
symptoms are milder and most do not require hospitalization
Fully vaccinated individuals with compromised immune systems may be
at risk for more severe disease, need for a booster dose in this population
is being discussed

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=ea332429-33fd-4158-9c8b-7a932831beb4&preview=true&m=1103498098086&id=preview
https://files.constantcontact.com/6a5bc9de001/389b266b-6041-4213-9b8a-9cc2bc9cc18e.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6a5bc9de001/e033c001-f371-436d-947b-800e7460ba83.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6a5bc9de001/f8520a87-b0de-4f43-b95f-861db86b30fe.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAHB_WKLUBc
https://files.constantcontact.com/6a5bc9de001/e033c001-f371-436d-947b-800e7460ba83.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/6a5bc9de001/e033c001-f371-436d-947b-800e7460ba83.pdf


In Knox County, active cases have risen 264% in the past 2 weeks and 5 new
deaths have been reported. In July, the 7-day average positivity rate climbed
from 3.13% to 12.8% signifying high COVID-19 transmission in our county. The
majority of new cases, hospitalizations, and deaths are primarily among
the unvaccinated in Tennessee. The surge of new cases everywhere has the
potential to increase strain on hospitals and has already led to more deaths.

Multicomponent strategies are essential to end the pandemic! COVID-19 is a
vaccine preventable disease, yet only 47% of Knoxville residents are fully
vaccinated. Mitigation actions have also proven effective: masks, social
distancing, hand hygiene, and staying home when ill.

Vaccine Facts:
Over 338 million people have safely received a COVID-19 vaccine in the
U.S.
All 3 vaccines have met rigorous FDA standards; they are not
experimental
None of them make you sick with COVID-19
All vaccines, of any type, can cause side effects. Most common are: pain,
redness, swelling at injection site; tiredness, headache, muscle aches,
chills, fever, and nausea
Anaphylaxis (severe allergic reaction) is very rare, and providers have
medications available to immediately treat.
Johnson & Johnson vaccine has been associated with blood clots and low
platelet counts. Reported in about 7 out of 1 million doses for women
between ages of 18-49
Rare events of myocarditis and pericarditis have been reported in
adolescents and young men after the mRNA vaccines (Pfizer and
Moderna). These resolve quickly with treatment and rest.
Vaccinations continue to be recommended for everyone 12 and older
since the benefits include prevention of long-term health problems,
hospitalization, and death.

Together we must remain vigilant and not let our guard down during this
surge. Members of the task force urge you to be mindful of what has been
proven effective against this disease.

Next Steps:
Due to high transmission in our local community and renewed CDC masking
guidelines, all persons age 4 and older, regardless of vaccination status, are
asked to wear a mask indoors at Church Street, effective immediately.

Submitted by the CSUMC Covid-19 Taskforce:
Kathleen Harwell (chair), Cathy Goff, Susan Greene, Jeff King, Steve
Richardson, Vicky Shelton, Jo Terry, Jean Wilhoite (lay members), Revs.
Nance, Best and Cantler, Kate Spencer, Katie Strangis (staff members)

Happening at and around Church Street

Church Conference
Results



Last Sunday, after the
11:00 service, church
members were invited to
attend a specially called
Church Conference to
vote on the nave
enhancement project that
was proposed by the
Properties Committee
and endorsed by the
Board of Trustees and
Church Council. District Superintendent Ann Robins (pictured above) called
the meeting to order and invited church members to ask questions for
clarification as well as speak to the motion. Committee chairs Will Johnson
(Trustees), David Collins (Properties) and Rick Carroll (Finance) shared
narrative and financial information about the project before the vote was
called.

The project was approved by the following count:
Yes - 101
No - 50
Abstain - 1

The next step of the project is to raise the remaining funds needed to pay for
the project in its entirety. If you would like to make a gift to this project, please
indicate "Chancel Enhancement" on your check or online offering.

School Supplies Drive - This
Sunday, August 1!
Click here to view the needs, and plan
to bring your school supplies to the
Welcome Center on August 1. This
benefits our South Knox neighbors
who have a high need for these
supplies. You may also contact Rev.
Cantler if you need to arrange a
different drop off.

This weekend, July 30-August 1 is a
sales tax holiday in TN! Read more
about qualifying supplies here.

Choir News!
Our Youth and Children's Choirs will be
starting back up soon!
Youth Choir Retreat, where our singers
will learn from clinician Dr. Jason
Bowers from LSU's Music
Education Program, will kick off on
August 13, with our Parish Youth Choir
singing in both worship services on

https://files.constantcontact.com/6a5bc9de001/389b266b-6041-4213-9b8a-9cc2bc9cc18e.pdf
mailto:pcantler@churchstreetumc.org
https://www.tn.gov/revenue/taxes/sales-and-use-tax/sales-tax-holiday/sth-traditional.html


Sunday, August 15. Don't miss it! If you are a youth member (or parent of
a youth member) and haven't registered yet, be sure to do so before
August 1. Click here to register!
New for children in 2021! DINNER IS SERVED!

Chorister and Primary Choirs will now enjoy a served
dinner at 5 pm each Sunday from 5-5:20 pm, prior to
their rehearsals.
Can you help feed our children's choirs? If your small group,
family, or group of families can provide a meal in person (or cover
the cost of a meal), feeding approximately 25 children, please
contact Katie Heatherly at 615-712-4925 or cclutteur@gmail.com.
Some meal ideas include: pizza, PBJ sandwiches, hot dogs/corn
dogs, chicken nuggets, chicken noodle casserole, grilled cheese
sandwiches, mac and cheese, etc., and healthy sides like fruits,
baby carrots, yogurt squeezers, graham crackers, etc. Drinks and
paper products are already covered. Paypal, cash or checks are all
an option to provide financially!

New Member Sunday
and Baptism Service
Coming Up
Throughout the last year
and a half there has been
much said about the
challenges churches have
faced; yet, the last year
has provided
opportunities and
possibilities for our
church to grow! Many
families and individuals

have discovered and connected with Church Street due to the faithful
stewardship and witness of our church family. We invite any person or family
who is ready to join the church to do so at our next New Member Sunday on
August 22.

On September 12, 2021, at 3 pm, Church Street will offer a service of
baptism. This service is particularly intended for those who have children or
other family members that were not able to be baptized while the building was
closed during Covid-19 and/or who prefer a less-crowded nave at this time.

If you are interested in either opportunity, please contact Kelly Woods by email
or by phone (865-521-0262) to let her know.

Worship Opportunities

Sunday, August 1
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost

8:30 am & 11 am at 900 Henley Street

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScML1vczgBz3hzUaXyBHDtQmETsssn2jwA6Tmu9ejVO0T4P6w/viewform
mailto:cclutteur@gmail.com
mailto:kwoods@churchstreetumc.org


Service of Holy Communion

10 am for Rejoice! on WBXX-TV
An abbreviated worship service that includes music, scripture, sermon and

prayer.

Local listings for Rejoice!:
OFF AIR: channel 20

Comcast Xfinity: channel 7 (lower tier, basic cable), channel 1020 HD
Charter Spectrum: channel 12, 712 

WOW: channel 7
AT&T U-verse: channel 20

DirectTV: channel 20
Dish: channel 20 and 9314

Morristown Cable is Charter: channel 12
TDS Telcom Farragut: channel 12 WBXX HD 1012

TDS Telcom Halls Crossroads: channel 12 WBXX HD 1012

11 am on YouTube
www.YouTube.com/ChurchStreetUMC

***
Rev. Catherine Nance

John 6:1-15 (CEB)

Music
In the Nave at 8:30 & 11 am

O Sacrum Convivium
James Biery, Text by St. Thomas Aquinas

Parish Ensemble

Online at 11 am and Rejoice! at 10 am
I am the Bread of Life

René Clausen
Meghan Mayes, soprano

Lectionary Readings for this week:
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a, Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15, Ephesians 4:1-16, John 6:24-35

Summer Lecture Series

Dr. Rachelle Scott, Associate Professor of
Religious Studies, University of TN - Sunday,
August 1 at 7 pm
"Buddhism Beyond the Meditation Cushion:
Buddhist Activism in the 20th and 21st Centuries"
Many Americans envision Buddhist practice as
principally focused on meditation and the retreat
from everyday life. This picture is based in part on
the Buddha’s teachings on mental training
(bhāvanā) and the cultivation of wisdom ( pañña)
as well as the history of Buddhist
renunciation. Today, however, many Buddhist
activists prioritize the need to engage in the world in

http://www.youtube.com/ChurchStreetUMC


order to alleviate collective suffering. Since the 1960s, the term
“engaged Buddhism” has covered a wide range of activities from peace and
environmental activism to the promotion of female access to the monastic
order, the condemnation of caste discrimination and racism, and the rise of
ethno-religious nationalism. This talk will discuss several examples of how
monastic and lay Buddhists participate in social and political activism as acts
of Buddhist piety in the 20th and 21st centuries. 

Dr. Scott will be live, in Parish Hall, and there is an opportunity to watch live
via webinar as well. To join any of the online webinars, please click here. Click
the image to learn more about all education events in July and August.

In case you missed it, you can see Dr. Joseph Reiff's presentation
from July 25 by clicking on the video below.

Upcoming Studies & Events

Covenant Bible Study: "Living"
Pastors Catherine and Tim will
offer the next segment of the
Covenant Bible Study beginning
Wednesday, August 4. The
study, which lasts 8 consecutive Wednesdays, will take place in person in room
204 and online via Zoom at 7 pm. It is not necessary to have taken the
"Creating" segment that is wrapping up now to participate in the next segment.

Please register using the link below, if you plan to join online or in
person!

Register for Covenant

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82162692097
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcudOihrDsuG9YM_sdwSOYHc6fQ4M-VoMaW


Disciple Bible Study: Old Testament and New
Testament Fast Track Studies Beginning In Person
in August
Rev. Jim Bailes is back this August, offering two more
sessions of the Disciple Fast Track courses! If you haven't
had the opportunity to explore the Old and/or New
Testaments, you are invited to delve into both through
these "fast track" courses.

Old Testament Fast Track: Begins Tuesday, Aug. 24 at
6:30 pm (12 weeks)
New Testament Fast Track: Begins Wednesday, Aug. 25, at 10:30 am
(12 weeks)

Both courses are in-person opportunities and will take place in room 204
(Murphy Builders classroom). Please contact Kelly Woods to register for either
study.

Confirmation
Orientation Session
The orientation session
for rising 6th graders and
their parents for this year's
Confirmation Class will be
on Sunday morning, Aug.
8, 10 am in room CLC 15,
(lower level).  

This will be a time to learn
about Confirmation, class
expectations and the
schedule for the 2021-2022 class. Students and parents are expected to attend
with masks.

Confirmation is a time for students to learn more about their faith, the history
of the Church and Church Street UMC and what it means to be a disciple of
Jesus Christ. At the conclusion of the 8 months each student will be able to
make their own profession of faith and become a full member of Church Street
on Confirmation Sunday.

This year's class will be led by Rev. Rick Isbell, retired Minister of Discipleship,
and other adult leaders. If you have questions about Confirmation Class, please
contact Jenny Cross, Director of Youth Ministries
at jcross@churchstreetumc.org. Pictured above is the 2021 Confirmation
Class.

Congregational Care Honors Active Duty Military

Throughout this year, the Congregational Care
Committee is honored to recognize active
duty military members of our church family

mailto:kwoods@churchstreetumc.org
mailto:jcross@churchstreetumc.org


during their birth month. 

This August, we celebrate:

Captain Patrick L. Fugate, whose
birthday is August 5. 

He is a member and son of Scott and Lynne
Fugate.

Calendar

See the calendar listings below. Meetings occur on Zoom , unless otherwise noted as
an in-person event. If you would like a link to one of the following Zoom meetings, or if

your group would like to set up a Zoom meeting, please contact Kate Spencer at
kspencer@churchstreetumc.org or 865-521-0268, she will help set you up on the

church account!

Ongoing Worship, Sunday School,
Children, Youth & Music Meetings:

Worship: Sunday at 8:30 & 11 am,
Nave; Rejoice! at 10 am (WBXX);
YouTube at 11 am
Sunday School Classes Meeting
online currently (with times indicated)

Partners: Sundays, 9 am
Epworth: Sundays, 9:30 am

Sunday School Classes Resuming
In-Person classes only currently, at
9:40 am Sundays:

Covenant - room E-01
Discovery - room 201-C
Friends in Christ -  room 202
Isbell - room 309
Followers - room 310
Murphy Builders - room 204
Pathfinders - CLC 120
Potter's Wheel - Chiles room
Youth (CLC)
Children (Children's
classrooms)

Sunday School Classes Meeting in
person and online (hybrid)
currently, at 9:40 am on Sundays:

Open Door - Parish Hall
Parables - room 118
Crossroads - room 201-A
Seekers - Chapel

Youth Bible Study: Wednesdays, 10
am, CLC Lower Level

Upcoming Meetings & Events:

Benevolence Team
Meeting: Sunday, 4-6 pm,
201-A
Summer Lecture Series:
Sunday, 7 pm, Parish Hall and
Zoom webinar
Singles Bridge Group:
Mondays, 6 pm, 201-C
BOH Benevolence Team:
Tuesday, 12 pm, Vestal UMC
Properties Committee:
Wednesday, 5:30 pm
Nominations &
Leadership Development
Committee: Wednesday, 6
pm, room 201-A
Covenant Bible Study
(first session of LIVING
section): Wednesdays, 7 pm,
Room 204 & via Zoom
Soup Kitchen: Thursdays, 11
am, Parish Hall
Covid Task Force:
Thursdays, 3 pm
Stephen Leaders: Thursday,
3:30 pm
Lydia Circle: Friday, 12 pm,
Chiles Room

Click here  to see the online
calendar w/ updates and links to
join virtual meetings.

mailto:kspencer@churchstreetumc.org
https://www.churchstreetumc.org/event-directory/
https://www.churchstreetumc.org/event-directory/


Our Prayers

Christian love and sympathy to:
Dr. Len Bellingrath and family in the death of his mother Denny Bellingrath,

who died on July 27.

Our Presence

July 25
Online Worship - 156

In-Person Worship - 358
8:30 am Worship - 103
11:00 am Worship - 244

Nursery - 11

Our Gifts

July 25
Operating Budget - $27,453.05

Building Fund - $4.00
Other - $18,132.00

Give securely online at www.churchstreetumc.org/give or send a check:
Church Street UMC

P.O. Box 1303
Knoxville, TN 37901

Altar Flowers
The Chancel Altar and Narthex Flowers are from the wedding of Phoebe Rose

Wheeler and Christopher Bates, given in loving memory of their grandparents:
Mrs. Jimmie Bryant Henry, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Arthur Rose, Mr. and Mrs.

Tinsley Stewart and Mr. A. Arthur Bates.

All are welcome at Church Street !
We believe every person is of sacred worth and created in God’s image. We welcome and

celebrate the gifts God has given to all persons without regard to race, color, national
origin, ethnicity, age, gender, disability, status, economic condition, sexual orientation,

gender identity, or religious affiliation. We respect diversity of opinion and expressions of
Christian faith. We believe God loves everyone unconditionally! As God loves us, so let us

love and serve in the name of Christ.

Church Street United Methodist Church
www.churchstreetumc.org

P.O. Box 1303, Knoxville, TN 37901
Office: 865-524-3048 Fax: 865-521-0288 Pastor On-Call: 865-320-9100

Please call the church office to reach a specific member of our staff.

Get in Touch!

See what's happening on our social sites:

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbaQJnK4zsjLJ64sD0dpi3DOXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx8af6bzc34ZkTaHRkO94x2Y=&ver=3
http://www.churchstreetumc.org
mailto:communications@churchstreetumc.org


     

https://www.facebook.com/csumcknoxville/
https://www.instagram.com/churchstreetumc/
https://www.youtube.com/churchstreetumc/

